** 
CN * ey. 


Cure of Evil-ſpeakin g. 


A 


SERMON 


ON 


DV S190 


Printed for JohN FISHER, Bookſeller: 
and Sold at his Shop in Kennedy ELON near 
Nicholas, ſircel, M DCC LX. 


© us. ——— 44% 


„ 
® by © % 
ho 4 p 4 — 
a4" * * N _— = 3 
— - x * 4 * *. * 
8 3 , mn OY — _ <2 Sud: as 


« 
. 
» 
# 
* 
* 4 
9 - 
2 3 
« 
- - 
wy 
* 
Fay * 
* 1 
5 % 
* - 
o * 
* 
- 
% p : 
* Fa 
o * 
, A 
. 
* 
* - 
1 wy 
þ D 
a = 
e * 
" - b 
N , 
* * 
1 * 
* . 
— ws py 
* 
o * 
- 
9 
. * 
91 5 
* 
A ' 
* 
A 7 * 
Oo 
an F - 
** 10 
- 
= 
4 . 
- = 
S — 
» 
* 
: 
* 
* — - . F 
* 4 
4 
OW 2 =y Is _ * . \ . 
3 yk ” Me. P W 8 ene ne” ws * + 1 
1 * 8 ** * 2 of * : =- 
by”. 4 44 Fas T7 > S' a 4 FR . 23 * N 
4 6 77 „6 55 7 8 
1 ar _ - _ 
- 


, 


— (yz) 


if 14 


: 
%y 
. = 
* 
* , 4 
6 
N 4 ” * 4 
a * * C ; F 
* m 
* ” of N 4 4 F . 
” 2 * 8 . 
4 
| : \ 
, = 
0 . 
: "A :, k ” f 
»# . 
I ” * f 
» * # * 
* 
„ 
R * 


Mar r. xvii, 15, 16, 17. 


thy Brather . (ball againſt. thee, go and tell 

* 12 bis 2 a 2 him alone If be 
aul bear ths thou haſt gained thy Brotber. 

But if he will not hear, take with thee one or two 
more, that by the Mouth of two or three Wit- 
neſſes; tvery Word may be eſtabliſhed. 

And if he will not hear them, tell it to the Church : 

But if he will not hear the Church, let him be to 


thee ay an Heatban Man and a Publican. 


72 IJ But who even among Chriſtians re- 


\ 4) 


£1 mand as 7% Halt do no Murder, 


ee arc there, that ſo much as un- 


derſtand it? What is Ewil-Speak- 


ing ? It is not, (as ſome ſuppoſe) the ſame with Lying 
or Slandering. All a Man ſays, may be as true as the 
Bible; and yet the ſaying of it is Evil-ſpeaking, For 
Evil-ſpeaking is neither more nor leſs, than my 2 


Evil of an abſent Perſon: Relating ſomething ev 

which was really done or ſaid, by one that is not pre- 
ſent when it is related. Suppoſe, having ſeen a Man 
drunk or heard him curſe or ſwear, I tell this when he 


is abſent, it is Evil-ſpeaking. In our Language this 
is alſo by an extremely proper Name term'd Backhiting. 
Nor is there any material Difference between this, and 


what we uſually ſtile Tale-b-aring. If the Tale be deli- 


ver' d in a ſoft and quiet Manner, perhaps with Ex- 
Preſſions of Good-will to. the Perſon, and of 5 ; 
5 that 
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i. RESI PE AK Evil of no Man, ſays the 
|... 17 great Apoſtle; as plain a Com- 


RS gards this Command? Yea, how 
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| n | 
that Things may not be quite ſo bad) then we call it 


| Whiſpering. But in whatever Manner it be done, the 


Thing is the ſame ; the ſame in Subſtance if not in 
Circumſtance, Still it is Evil-ſpeaking- ; ſtill this 
Command, Speak Evil of no Man, is trampled under 


Foot, if we relate to another the Fault of a third Per- 


ſon, when he is not preſent to anſwer for himſelf, 


2. Any how extremely common is this Sin, | 
among all Orders and Degrees of Men ? How do 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, Wiſe and Fooliſh, 


Learned and Unlearned, run into it continually ? 
-Perſons who differ from each other in all Things elſe 
' nevertheleſs agree in this. How few are there that 
can teſtify before Gop, © I am clear in this Matter: 
TIT have always ſet a Watch before my Mouth, and 


kept the Door of my Lips ?” What Converſation do 


you hear, of any conſiderable Length, whereof Evil- 


ſpeaking is not one Ingredient ? And that, even among 


' Perſons, who in the general have the Fear of God be- 


fore their Eyes, and do really deſire to have a Conſci- 


"ence void of Offence toward Gop and toward Man. 


2. A N the very Chmmonned of this Sin, makes 


it difficult to be avoided. As we are incompaſſed with it 
- on every Side, ſo if we are not deeply ſenſible of the 
Danger, and continually guarding againſt it, we are 
liable to be carried away by the Torrent, In this In- 
: lance; almoſt the whole of Mankind is, as it were, in 
- a Conſpiracy againſt us. And their Example ſteals up- 


on us we know not how; ſo that we inſenſibly ſlide in- 


to the Imitation of it. Beſides, it is recommended 


from within as well as from without. There is ſcarce 


: any wrong Temper in the Mind of Man, which may 
not be occaſionally gratified by it, and conſequently in- 
cline us to it. It gratifies our Pride, to relate thoſe 

| Faults of others, whereof we think ourſelves not to be 

- guilty. Anger, Reſentment, and all unkind Tempers 


are indulged, by ſpeaking againſt thoſe with whom we 


are diſpleaſed. And in many Caſes, by reciting I» 


be FS. AS. to 4 


foolift/ and burtful 


137 
Sins of their Neighbours, Men indulge their own 
2 | 


es, 


4. Evi t. srzAkixc is the more difficult to be avoi- 
ded, becauſe it frequently attacks us in Diſguiſe. We 
ſpeak thus, out of a noble, generous ('tis well if we do 
not ſay, holy) Indignation againſt theſe vile Creatures 
We commit Sin, From mere Hatred of Sin ! We ſerve 
the Devil, out of pure Zeal for Gop ! It is merely in 
order to puniſh the Wicked, that we run into this 
Wickednefs. So do © the Paſſions (as one ſpeaks) all: 
juſtify themſelves,” and palm Sin upon us, under the- 

eil of Holineſs ! 8 | 


5. Bor is there no Way to avoid the Snare ? Un- 


queſtionably there is. Our bleſſed Lo xp has mark'd. 
out a plain Way for his Followers, in the Words above 


recited. None who warily and ſteadily walks in this 
Path, will. ever fall into Evil-ſpeaking. This Rule is- 


either an infallible Preventive, or a certain Cure of it. 
In the preceding Verſes our Loxp had ſaid, os to the 
World becauſe of Offences. Unſpeakable Miſery will 
ariſe in the World from this baleful Fountain. 8 
ces are, all Things whereby any one is turn'd out of, or 


hinder'd in, the Ways of Gop.) For it muſt be that: 


Offences come. Such is the Nature of Things: Such 
the Weakneſs, Folly and Wickedneſs of Mankind. 
But Moe to that Man, miſerable is that Man, by au 


' the Offence cometh. Wherefore if thy Hand, thy Foot, 


thine Eye cauſe thee to offend—| the moſt dear Enjoy- 


ment, the moſt beloved and uſeful Perſon, turn thee - 


out of, or hinder thee in the Way, pluck it out, cut 
them off, and cafl them from thee. But how can we 
avoid giving Offence to ſome, and being offended at. 


others ? Eſpecially ſuppoſe they are quite in the wron 
and we ſee it with our own Eyes? Our Logo here tea- 


4 


ches us how: He lays down a ſure Method of avoiding 


Offences and Evil-ſpeaking together F thy Brother 


Hall fin ac ainſt thee, go and tell him of his Fault, between 


thee and him alone : If he will hear thee, thou haft gained 
| * hy 
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4 1 
thy Brother. But if he will not hear thee, tale with 
thee one or two more, that by the Mouth of two or three 
Witneſſes every Word may be eflabliſhed. And if he will 
not hear them, tell it to the Church; but if he will not 
hear the Church, let him be to thee as an beatben Man 


and a Publican. 


I. 1. FIRST, if thy Brother Shall fin againſt thee, 


| g2 and tell him of his Fault, betaueen thee and him alone. 


The moſt literal Way of following this firſt Rule, 
where it is praQticable, is the beſt, Therefore if thou 
ſeeſt with thine own Eyes a Brother, a Fellow-Chriſtian 
commit undeniable Sin, or heareſt it with thine own 
Ears, ſo that it is impoſlible for thee to doubt the Fact, 


then thy Part is plain: Take the very firſt Opportunity of 


going to him: And if thou canſt have Acceſs, tell him of 
bis Fault between thee and him alone. Indeed great 
Care is to be taken, that this is done in a right Spirit, 
and ina right Manner, The Succeſs of a Reproof great- 
ly depends on the Spirit wherein it is given. Be not 
therefore wanting in earneſt Prayer to Gop, that it may 


be given in a lowly Spirit: With a deep, piercing 


Conviction, that it is Gop alone who maketh thee to 


differ, and that if any Good be done by what is now 


ſpoken, Gop doth it himſelf. Pray, that he would 


guard thy Heart, inlighten thy Mind, and direct thy 


ongue to ſuch Words as he may pleaſe to bleſs. See 
that thou ſpeak in a meek as well as a lowly Spirit : 
For the Wrath of Man weorketh. not the Righteouſneſs of 
Gop. If he be overtaken in à Fault, he can no other- 
wiſe be refiored than in the Spirit of Meekneſs. If he 
oppoſes the Truth yet he cannot be brought to the Knows 
ledge thereof, but by Gentlene/s. Still ſpeak in a Spirit 
of tender Love, which many Waters cannot quench. If 
Love is not conquer'd, it conquers all Things: Who 
can tell the Force of Love? 58 | 


Love can bow down the ſtubborn Neck, 
The Stone to Fleſh convert; 
Soften 


67 


Soften and melt and pierce and break 
An Adamantine Heart. 


Confirm then your Love toward him, and you will 
thereby heap Coals of Fire upon his Head. 


2. Bur ſee that the Manner alſo wherein you ſpeak, 
be according to the Goſpel of CHRIS H. Avoid every 
Thing in Look, Geſture, Word and Tone of Voice, 
that ſavours of Pride or Self-ſufficiency. Studiouſly 
avoid every Thing magiſterial or dogmatical, every 
Thing that looks like Arrogance or Aſſuming. Be- 


ware of the moſt diſtant Approach to Diſdain, Over- 


bearing, or Contempt. With equal Care avoid all Ap- 
pearance of Anger, and though you uſe great Plainneſs 
of Speech, yet let there be no Reproach, no railing 
Accuſation, no Token of any Warmth, but that of 
Love. Above all, let there be no Shadow of Hate or 
Ill-will, no Bitterneſs or Sourneſs of Expreſſion ; but 
uſe the Air and Language of Sweetneſs as well as Gen- 
tleneſs, that all may appear to flow from Love in the 
Heart. And yet this Sweetneſs need not hinder your 
ſpeaking in the moſt ſerious and ſolemn Manner: As 
far as may be, in the very Words of the Oracles of 
God, (for there are none like them) and as under the 
— x2 Him who is coming to judge the Quick and 


3. Ir you have not an Opportunity of ſpeaking to 
him in Perſon, or cannot have Acceſs, you may do it 
by a Meſſenger ; by a common Friend, in whoſe Pru- 
dence, as well as Uprightneſs, you can throughly con- 
fide. Such a Perſon, ſpeaking in your Name, and in 
the Spirit and Manner above deſcribed, may anſwer 
the ſame End, and in a good Degree ſupply your Lack 
of Service. Only beware you do not feign the Want 
of Opportunity, in order to ſhan the Croſs : Neither 
take it for granted, that you cannot have Acceſs, with- 
out ever making the Trial. Whenever you can ſpeak 
in your own Perſon, it is far better, But you ſhould 


rather 


(8) 


rather do it by another than not at all : This Way 1s 


better than none. 


4. Bur what if you can neither ſpeak yourſelf, nor 
find ſuch a Meſſenger as you can confide in? If this 
be really the Caſe, it then only remains, to write. 
And. there may be ſome Circumſtances, which make 
this the moſt adviſeable Way of ſpeaking. One of 
theſe Circumſtances ie, when the Perſon with whom we 
have to do, is of fo warm and impetuous a Temper, 


as does net eaſily bear Reproof, eſpecially from an 


Equal or Inferior. But it may be ſo introduced and 
ſoften'd in Writing, as eo make it far more tolerable. 
Beſides many will read the very ſame Words, which 


they could not bear to hear. It does not give ſo vio- 


lent a Shock to their Pride, nor fo ſenſibly touch their 
Honour. And ſuppoſe it makes little Impreſſion at 
firſt, they will perhaps give it a ſecond Reading, and 
upon farther Conſideration, lay to Heart, what Pofore 
they diſregarded. If you add your Name, this is 
nearly the ſame Thing, as going to him, and ſpeaking 
in Perſon. And this ſhould always be done, unleſs it 
be render d improper by ſome very particular Reaſon. 


5. IT ſhould be well obſerv'd, not only that this is a 
Step which our Lox D abſolutely commands us to take, 
but that he commands us to take this Step firſt, before 
we attempt any other. No Alternative is allow'd, no 
Choice of any Thing elſe : This is the Way; walk 
thou ip it. It is true, he enjoins us, if Need require, 
to take two other Ry But they are to be taken 
ſacceſlively after this Step, and neither of them before 
it. Much leſs are we to take any other Step, either 
before, or beſide this. To do any Thing elſe, or 
not to do this, is therefore equally inexcuſable. | 


6. Do not think to excuſe yourſelf for taking an en- 
tirely different Step, by ſaying, © Why, I did not 
ſpeak to any one, till 1 was ſo burder'd that I could 
not refrain.” You was burden'd ! It was no Wonder 

6 you 


- 
* 


Ef” 


1 (9) | 
you ſhould ; unleſs your Conſcience was ſeared. For 
you was under the Guilt of Sin, of diſobeying a plain 
Commandment of Gop. You ought immediately to 
have gone and told your Brother of his Fault between 
Jou and him alone. It you did not, how ſhould you be 
other than burden'd (unleſs your Heart was utterly 
harden'd) while you was trampling the Command of 
God under Foot, and hating your Brother in your Heart? 
And what a Way have yoa found to unburden yourſelf ? 
Go reproves you for a Sin of Omiſſion, for not telling 
your Brother of his Fault; and you comfort yourſelf 
under his Reproof, by a Sin of Commiſſion, by telling 
your Brother's Fault to another Perſon ! Eaſe bought 
by Sin is a dear Purchaſe : I truſt in God you will 
have no Eaſe, but will be burden'd ſo much the more, [ 
till you go 7 your Brother, and tell him, and no one | 


. elſe. 


7: I xx ow but of one Exception to this Rule. 
There may be a peculiar Caſe, wherein it is neceſſary 
to accuſe the Guilty tho' abſent, in order to preſerve 

the Innocent. For Inſtance ; You are acquainted with 
the Defign which a Man has againſt the Property or 
Life of his Neighbour. Now the Caſe may be ſo cir- 
cumſtanced, that there is no other Way of hindering 
that Deſign from taking Effect, but the making it 
known without Delay, to him againſt whom it is laid. 
In this Caſe therefore this Rule 1s ſet aſide, as is that of 
the Apoſtle ; Speak Evil of no Man: And it is lawful, 
yea it is our bounden Duty, to ſpeak Evil of an ab- 
ſent Perſon, in order to prevent his doing Evil, to 
others and himſelf at the ſame Time. But remember 
mean. while, that all Evil- ſpeaking is, in its own Na- 
ture deadly Poiſon. Therefore if you are ſometimes 
conſtrain'd to uſe it as a Medicine. yet uſe it with 
Fear and Trembling ; ſeeing it is ſo dangerous a Me- 
dicine, that nothing but abſolute Neceſſity can excuſe 
your ufing it at all, Accordingly uſe it as ſeldom as 
poſſible ; never but when there is ſuch a Neceſſity: 
And even then uſe as little of it as is poſſible; only fo 


much. 1 


N | 10) 
much as is: neceſſary for the End propoſed. At all 
other Times, go and teil bim of bis Fault between thee 
and bim alone. ; | : a 


II. 1. Bur what / be wwill not hear ? If he repay 
Evil for Good? If he be enraged rather than convin- 
ced ? What if he hear to no Purpoſe; and go on ſtill 
in the Evil of his Way ? We muſt expect this will fre- 
quently. be the Caſe; the mildeſt and tendereſt Reproof, 
will have no Effect, but the Bleſſing we wiſh'd for ano- 
ther, will return into our own Boſom. And what are 
we to do then ? Our Load has given us a clear and 
fall Direction. Then take with thee one or two more.: 
This is the Second Step. Take one or two whom you 
know to be of a loving Spirit, Lovers of God and of 
their Neighbour. See likewiſe that they be of a low ly 
Spirit, and cla bed with Humility, Let them alſo be 
fuch as are meek and gentle, patient and long - ſuffering; 
not apt to return Evil for Evil; or Railing for Railing, 
but contrarywiſe Bleſſing. Let them be Men of Under- | 
ſtanding, ſuch as are endued with Wiſdom from above: 
and Men unbiaſſed, free from Partiality, free from 
Prejudice of any Kind. Care ſhould likewiſe be taken, 
that both the Perſons and their Characters be well- 
known to him. And let thoſe that are acceptable to 
Him be choſen, preferable to any others. 


2. Love will dictate the Manner wherein they 
ſhould proceed, according to the Nature of the Caſe. 
Nor can any one e Manner be preſcribed for 
all Caſes. But perhaps in general one might adviſe, 
before they enter upon the Thing itſelf, let them mild- 
ly and affectionately declare, that they have no Anger 
or Prejudice toward him, and that it is merely from a. 
Principle of Good will, that they now come, or at all 
concern themſelves with his Affairs. To make this the 
more apparent, they might then calmly attend, to your | 
Repetition of your former Converſation with him, and 
to what he now ſaid in his own Defence, before they at- 
tempted to determine any Thing. After this — 
wauld: 


* 


n) 
would be better able to judge, in what Manner to pro- 
ceed, that by the Mouth of tuo or three Witneſſes, eviry 
Word might be eftabliſ#d : That whatever you have ſaid, 
may have its full Force, by the additional Weight 'of 
their Authority. a 


| f 3. In onder to this, may they not 1. Briefly repeat 


what Von ſpoke, and what he anſwerd ? 2. Inlarge 
upon, open and confirm the Reaſons which vou had 

ven? z. Give Weight to your Reproof, — 
how juſt, how kind, and how ſeaſonable it was: And 
Laſtly, Inforce the Advices and Perfwafions which you 
had annext to it ? And theſe may likewiſe bereafter, if 
nag ſhould 


4. WIr u reg to this, as well as the preceding 


Rule we may obſerve, That our Lend gives us no 
Choice, leaves us no Alternative, but expreſly com- 


mands us, To do this, and nothing elſe in the Place 
of it. He likewiſe directs us, When to do this ? 
Neither ſooner; nor later. Namely, after we have 
taken the Firſt, and before we have taken the Third 
Step. It is then only that we are authorized to relate 
the Evil another has done, to thoſe whom we deſire 


to bear a Part with us, in this great Inſtance of Bro- 


therly Love. But let us have a Care, how we relate 
it to any other Perſon,” till both theſe Steps have been 
taken. If we negle& to take theſe, or if we take any 


others, what Wonder if we are burden'd ſtil!? For 


we are Sinnerg againſt Gop and againſt our Neighbour. 


And how fairly ſoever we may colour it, yet if we 
have any Conſcience, our Sin will find us out, and 


bring a Burden upon our Soul. 5 


III. 1, Taar we may be throughly iuſtructed in 
this weighty Affair, our Loxp has given us a ſtill far« 
ther Direction. F be ill not bear Them, then and 
not till then, ell it to the Church. This is the Third 
Step. All the Queſtion is, How this Word, the Chureb; 

is 


require, bear Witneſs of what was ſpo- 


-® 


| ('191)) 
is here to be underſtood ? But the very Nature of the 
Thing will determine this beyond all reaſonable Doubt. 
Vou cannot tell it to the National Church, the whole 
Body of Men term'd h Church of England, Neither 
would it anſwer any Chriſtian End, if you could: 
This therefore is not the Meaning of the Word. Nei- 
ther can you tell it to that whole Body of People in 
England, with whom you have a more immediate Con- 
nexion. Nor indeed would this anſwer any good End: 
The Word therefore is not to be underſtood thus. It 
would not anſwer any valuable End, to-tell the Faults 
of every particular Member, to the Church (if you 
would ſo term it) the Congrepation or Society united 
together in London, It remains that you tell it to the 
Elder or Elders of the Church, to thoſe who are Over- 
ſeers of that Flock of CuRIST, to which you both 
belong, who watch over yours and his Soul, as zhey 
that muſt give Account. And this ſhould be done, If it 
conveniently can, in the Preſence of the Perſon con- 
cern'd, and tho” plainly, yet with all the Tenderneſs 
and Love, which the Nature of the Thing will admit. 
It properly belongs to their Office, to determine con- 
cerning the Behaviour of thoſe under their Care, and to 
rebuke according to the Demerit of che Offence, with 
all Authority. hen therefore you have done this, 
u have done all which the Word of Gop, or the 
je of Love requireth of you. You are not now Par- 
taker of his Sin, but if he. periſh, this Blood is on his 
5 own Head. 1! 21 5 | : | 
- | 


2. Hz R E alſo let it be obfſerv'd, That this, and no 
other, is the Third Step which we are to take: And 
that we are to take it in its Order, after the other two; 
Not before the Second, much leſs the Firſt; unleſs in 
ſome very particular Circumſtance. Indeed in one 
Caſe, the ſecond Step may co- incide with this: They 
may be, in a Manner, one and the ſame. The Elder 
or Elders of the Church, may be ſo connected with the 
offending Brother, that they may ſet aſide the 
Neceflity, and ſupply che Place of the One or .twe 
| Witneſſes. 


ART 


Witneſſes. 80 that it may ſuffice to tell it to Them, 
after you have told it to your Brother, between you and 


him alone. 


3. Wu x you have done this, you have deliver'd 
your own Soul. J he will not hear the Church, if he 
in his Sin, let him be to thee as an heathen Mau 
and a Publican. You are under no Obligation to think 
of him any more: Only when you commend him to 
Gov in Prayer. You need not ſpeak of him any 
more, but leave him to his own Maſter. Indeed you 
ſtill owe to him, as to all other Heathens, earneſt, ten- 
der Good-will. You owe him Courteſy, and as Occa- 
ſion offers, all the Offices of Humanity. But have no 
Friendſhip, no Familiarity with him; no other Inter- 
courſe than with an open Heathen. 


4. BuT if this be the Rule by which Chriſtians 
walk, which is the Land where the Chriſtians live ? A 
few you may poſlibly find ſcatter'd up and down, who 
make a Conſcience of obſerving it. But how very 
few ? How thinly ſcatter'd upon the Face of the Earth ? 
And where is there any Body of Men, that univerſally 
walk thereby? Can we find them in Europe? Or, to 
$0 no farther, in Great Britain or Ireland ? I fear not: 

fear we may ſearch theſe Kingdoms throughout, 
and yet ſearch in vain. Alas for the Chriſtian World ! 
Alas for Proteſtants, for Reform'd Chriſtians! O who 
will riſe up with ne againſt the Wicked? Wha will © 
take Gop's Part againſt the Evil-ſpeakers ? Art thou the 
Man, By the Grace of Gov wilt thou be one, who 
art not carried away by the Torrent? Art thou fully 
determined, Gop being thy Helper, from this very 
Hour, to ſet a Watch, a continual Watch before thy 
Mouth, and keep the Door of + Lips? From this Hour 


wilt thou walk by this Rule, ſpeaking Evil of no Man ? 
If thou ſeeſt thy Brother do Evil, wilt thou ell him of 
his Fault between thee and him alone ? ' Aﬀterwards tate 


one or two Witneſſes, and then only tell it to the Church ? 
If this be the full Purpoſe of thy Heart, then learn 
| B 


one 
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one Leſſon well. Hear Evil of no Many: If there 
were no Hearers, there would be no Speakers of Evil. 
And is not (according to the vulgar Proverb) the Recei- 
ver as bad-as the Thief ? If then any begin- to ſpeak 
Evil in thy Hearing, check him immediately. Refuſe 
to hear the Voice of the Charmer, charm he never ſo 
ſweetly : Let him uſe ever ſo ſoft a Manner, ſo mild 
an Accent, ever ſo many Profeſſions of Good-will, for 
him whom he is ſtabbing in the Dark, whom he ſmi- 
teth under the fifth Rib. Reſolutely refuſ$ to hear, 
though the Whiſperer complain of being burden d till 
he fpeak. Burden'd : Thou Fool, Doſt thou travail 
with thy curſed Secret, as a Woman travaileth with 
Child? Go then and be deliver'd of thy Burden, in 
the Way the Loxp hath ordained. Firſt, Go and tell 
thy Brother of his Fault, between thee and him alone. 
Next, Take with thee one or two common Friends, and 
tell him in their Preſence. If neither of theſe Steps 
take Effect, then tell it to the Church, But at the Peril 
of thy Soul, tell it to no one elſe, either before or af- 
ter. Unleſs in that one exempt Cafe, when it is abſo- 
lutely needful, to preferve the Innocent. Why 
ſhouldſt thou burden another as well as thyſelf, by ma- 
King him Partaker of thy Sin ? | 


'5, O THAar all you who bear the Reproach of 
Cunisr, who are in Derifion call'd-Methodiff1, would 
ſet an Example to the Chriſtian Wggtd, fo called, at 
leaſt in this one Inſtance ! Put ye apy Evil-ſpeaking, 
Tale bearing, —— Let none of them proceed 
out of your Mouth. See that you ſpeak Evi of no 
Man ; of the Abſent nothing but Good. If ye muſt 
be diltingniſhed, whether ye will or no, let this be the 
diſtmguiſhing Mark of a Methodrft, * He eenſures no 
Man behind his Back : By this Fruit S may know 
him.” What a bleſſed Effect of this Self-denial ſhould . 


we quickly feel in our Hearts? How would our Peace 
flew as a River, when we thus follow'd Peace with all 
Men ? How would the Love of Gop abound in our 
own Souls, while we thus confirm'd our Love to our 

h 5 Brethren ? 
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Brethren ? And what an Effect would it have on all that 
were united together in the Name of the Lox D Jzsus? 
How would brotherly Love continually increaſe, when 
this grand Hindrance of it was removed ? All the 
Members of CRI 's myſtical Body would then na- 
turally Care for each other? F one Member ſuffer'd, all 
would /uffer with it ; if one was honour'd all would re- 


Joice with it : And every one would love his Brother 


with a pure Heart fervently. Nor is this all: But what 
an Effecr might this have, even on the wild, unthinking 
World? How ſoon would they deſcry in us, what they 
could not find among all the Thouſands of their Bre- 
thren, and cry (as Julian the Apoſtate to his Heathen 
Courtiers) See how theſe Chriſtians love one ano- 
ther! By this chiefly would Gop convince the World, 
and prepare them alſo for his Kingdom : As we may 
eaſily learn from thoſe remarkable Words in our Loxp's 
laſt, ſolemn Prayer. 1 pray for them who will believe 
in me, that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in 
me, and I in thee—That the World may believe that 
thou haſt ſent me ! The Loxp haſten the Time! The 
LORD enable as, thus to love one another, not only 
in Word and in Tongue, but in Deed and in Truth, even 
as CyR15T hath loved us, 


« 


